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ministered their trust. Their province extended over all the interests of 
life, and though we cannot but marvel at the sternness of their rule, 
and question at times whether their way of dealing with sinners did 
not strengthen the power of sin, we are made to admire the impartiality 
and sincerity of their proceedings. It was easier for them to draw the 
cords of authority to their utmost tension, than it would have been to 
attempt to administer a " Christian Commonwealth " by lax and irreso- 
lute measures. The only kind of legislation which is consistent with 
the convictions and aim of Puritanism, is Puritan legislation. The 
world, at present, will not bear that. The first trial of it was a very 
thorough one. 

"We copy from the revision of the Court Orders the following fore- 
most principle of Puritan legislation : — 

" In the layinge of the first fowndations of this plantation and jurisdiction, 
vpon a full debate with due and serious consideration, it was aggreed, con- 
cluded and setled as a fundamentall law, not to bee disputed or questioned 
hereafter, that the judiciall lawes of God, as they were deliuered by Moses, 
and expownded in other parts of Scripture, so farr as they are a fence to the 
morrall law and neither tipicall, nor ceremoniall, nor had reiFerence to Canaan, 
shalbe accounted of morrall and binding equity and force, and as God shall 
helpe shalbe a constant direction for all proceedings here, and a generall rule 
in all courts of Justice how to judge betwixt partie and partie, and how to 
punish offenders, till the same may be branched out into perticulers hereafter." 

The " perticulers " proved to be all needed, especially in cases of 
witchcraft. With an unflinching resolution was the Mosaic code, as 
limited above, imposed in the Jurisdiction, and, in the main, it tended 
to peace, soberness, and righteousness. 



15. — A Critical Dictionary of English Literature, and British and 
American Authors, Living and Deceased, from the Earliest Accounts 
to the Middle of the Nineteenth Century. Containing Thirty Thou- 
sand Biographies and Literary Notices, with Forty Indexes of Sub- 
jects. By S. Austin Allibone. Vol. I. Philadelphia: Child 
and Peterson. 1858. 8vo. pp. 1005. 

Though we have been aware of the author's indefatigable industry 
in collecting, and conscientious care in verifying, the materials for this 
great work, the half of it now before us surpasses our highe.st expecta- 
tion. Its affluence in names may be judged of by the fact, that it enu- 
merates no less than two hundred authors bearing the name of Jones, of 
whom twenty-one are designated by the unmodified prefix of William. 
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The Smiths appear in the next volume, and were we to reveal the num- 
ber of Smiths who are to be there commemorated as book-wrights, we 
should hardly be believed. Of course many names, in such a Diction- 
ary, must be dismissed with the briefest notice, yet in every case we 
have the titles of the author's works, and the places and dates of their 
publication. From this minimum, in the ratio of interest and impor- 
tance, the notice is expanded so as to embrace a succinct biography of 
each more distinguished writer, with a characterization of his works 
and a collection of the opinions of critics upon them. The proportion- 
ate length of each sketch seems adjusted, not by any peculiar prefer- 
ences or prejudices of the author, but in accordance with the place 
or no place which its subject occupies in the regards of the English 
and American public. The meed of fame is thus measured with an 
impartial justice quite Rhadamanthine. Mr. Allibone has, for the most 
part, as we have indicated, in lieu of his own opinions, given those of 
well-known writers and leading periodical presses on both sides of the 
Atlantic ; and these may be taken as fair exponents of the contem- 
porary public verdict, so that we learn what each author seemed, to 
those most nearly interested in ascertaining his actual merits. 

Perhaps the most remarkable and elaborate article in this volume 
is that on Junius. In this we have, first, an analysis of the Junius Let- 
ters, with notices of editions, followed by a list of forty-two persons to 
whom their authorship has been attributed. Then there is a com- 
plete list of the books and articles urging the claims of Sir Philip Fran- 
cis, Lord Germaine, and Colonel Barrel respectively ; and then a list 
of publications advocating the titles of the remaining candidates for this 
ambiguous honor, or otherwise discussing the merits and history of the 
original letters. Interspersed with this mass of materials are numerous 
illustrative extracts from various writers, the whole constituting a full 
and satisfying compend of this most voluminous department of Eng- 
lish literature. 

Our description of this one article may be taken as characterizing, 
mutatis mutandis, the labored and exhausting thoroughness manifested 
under every leading title throughout the volume. 

We feel justified in saying that this work fills a place among refer- 
ence-books, to which there have previously been only distant ap- 
proaches. It must find its way into every library, public or private, 
worthy of the name. He who has it at hand will wonder that he could 
ever have dispensed with it. It is also as attractive to the reader as 
it is useful to the student, and our only fear is from the temptation 
we find, almost daily, to wander from the title on which we consult it, 
to those on which it arrests and occupies our attention for their own 
intrinsic interest. 
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